THE

GEORGE SAND-

GUSTAVE FLAUBERT LETTERS

I.    To GEORGE SAND

1863

Dear Madam,

I am not grateful to you for having performed what you
call a duty. The goodness of your heart has touched me and
your sympathy has made me proud. That is the whole of it.

Your letter which I have just received gives added value to
your article 1 and goes on still further, and I do not know
what to say to you unless it be that I quite frankly like you.

It was certainly not I who sent you in September, a little
flower in an envelope. But, strange to say, at the same time,
I received in the same manner, a leaf of a tree.

As for your very cordial invitation, I am not answering yes
or no, in true Norman fashion. Perhaps some day this sum-
mer I shall surprise you. For I have a great desire to see you
and to talk with you.

It would be very delightful to have your portrait to hang
on the wall in my study in the country where I often spend
long months entirely alone. Is the request indiscreet? If
not, a thousand thanks in advance. Take them with the
others which I reiterate.

1 Letter about Salammbd, January, 1863, Questions d'art tt de Utttrature,
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